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APOLOGIES 

ITEM NUMBER 3.1 

TITLE Apologies and Absent Without Notice 

REFERENCE 1415139 

AUTHOR Karen Hocking, Governance, Local Authority and Communications 
Manager         

 
SUMMARY: 
 
This report is to table, for the Local Authority’s record, any apologies and requests for leave 
of absence received from Authority Members for the Gunyangara Local Authority Meeting. 
 

 

BACKGROUND 
 
Local Authority members who are unable to attend a meeting must register an apology. 
 
This report is to table apologies received from members. 
 
GENERAL 
 
Apologies have been received from the following members: 
- 
- 
- 
- 
- 
- 
 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
That the Local Authority: 
 
a) Notes the absence of  <  >. 

 
b) Notes the apology received from < >.  
 
 c)    Notes <  > are absent with permission for the Local Authority Meeting. 
 
 d)   Notes <  >  absent without permission for the Local Authority Meeting.  
 
 
 
 
 

ATTACHMENTS: 
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CONFLICT OF INTEREST 

ITEM NUMBER 4.1 

TITLE Conflict of Interest 

REFERENCE 1415140 

AUTHOR Karen Hocking, Governance, Local Authority and Communications 
Manager         

 
SUMMARY: 
 
This report is tabled for members to declare any conflicts they have within the agenda. 
 

 

BACKGROUND 
 
The Local Government Act details that “A member has a conflict of interest in a question 
arising for decision by the council, local board or council local authority, committee if the 
member or an associate of the member has a personal or financial interest in how the 
question is decided”.     Chapter 7, Part 7.2 – Conflict of Interest 
 
 
GENERAL 
 
A conflict of interest is a situation that has the potential to undermine a person’s ability to be 
impartial because of the possibility of a clash between the person’s self-interest and 
professional interest or public interest. 
 
When this occurs we should declare the interest and remove ourselves from the decision 
making process. 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
That the Local Authority: 
 
a)    Notes no conflicts of interest declared at today’s meeting. 
 
b)    Notes any conflicts of interest declared at today’s meeting. 
 
 
 
 

ATTACHMENTS: 
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PREVIOUS MINUTES 

ITEM NUMBER 5.1 

TITLE Previous Minutes for Ratification  

REFERENCE 1415151 

AUTHOR Karen Hocking, Governance, Local Authority and Communication 
Manager         

 
SUMMARY: 
 
The Local Authority is asked to confirm the unconfirmed minutes from the previous meeting. 
 

 

BACKGROUND 
 
As per the Northern Territory Local Government Act 2008, “The council, local authority, local 
board or council committee must, at its next meeting, or next ordinary meeting, confirm the 
minutes (with or without amendment) as a correct record of the meeting”. (Part 6.3 Section 
67.3) 
 
 
GENERAL 
 
Local Authority members need to read the unconfirmed minutes carefully before they 
endorse them as a true record of the previous meeting. 
 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
That the Local Authority approves the minutes from the meeting of 10 August 2020 to 
be a true record of the meeting. 
 
 

ATTACHMENTS: 
1⇩   Local Authority - Gunyangara 2020-07-31 [1395] Minutes.DOCX   
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LOCAL AUTHORITIES 

ITEM NUMBER 6.1 

TITLE LAPF Grant Acquittal Report 

REFERENCE 1415150 

AUTHOR Candice O'Halloran, Governance, Local Authority and 
Communication Officer         

 
SUMMARY: 
 
The purpose of this report is for the Local Authority to consider and note grant acquittal 
reports for submission to the Department of Local Government, Housing and Community 
Development. 
 
 

 

BACKGROUND 
 
It is a requirement form the Department of Local Government, Housing and Community 
Development for grant funding acquittal reports to be considered and presented to the Local 
Authority before submission to the Department.  Acquittal reports for the following project 
need to be considered by the Local Authority: 
 
GENERAL 
 
The following reports are attached for consideration by the Local Authority as per the funding 
description: 
 
1. Local Authority Project Funding 2018-19 and 2019-20 
 

Grant # 1543/1587/1621/1649 

Grant Name Local Authority Project Funding 2017-18 
Local Authority Project Funding 2018-19 
Local Authority Project Funding 2019-20 

Department Department of Local Government, Housing 
and Community Development  

Period Ending 30th June 2020 

Total Carried Forward LAPF 2017-18 $19,843.15 

Total Carried Forward LAPF 2018-19 $33,800.00 

Total Carried Forward LAPF 2019-20 $33,800.00 

Total Income $87,443.15 

Total Expenditure $0.00 

Balance to be acquitted  
Remaining Surplus   

($87,443.15) Surplus to be carried forward to 
FY20-21. 

 
Please refer to the report on Local Authority Project Funding for the allocation of funds to 
projects and any remaining LAPF funds.  
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RECOMMENDATION 
 
(a) That the Local Authority notes the acquittal reports for the following grant 

funded projects: 
- Local Authority Project Funding 2016-17. 2017-18, 2018-19 and 2019-20 

 
 
 

ATTACHMENTS: 
1⇩   EARC Grants - Dept LGHCD, LAPF Gunyangara - Certification 2019-2020.docx   
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LOCAL AUTHORITIES 

ITEM NUMBER 6.2 

TITLE Local Authority Action Register 

REFERENCE 1415141 

AUTHOR Karen Hocking, Governance, Local Authority and Communication 
Manager         

 
SUMMARY: 
 
The Local Authority is asked to review the range of actions and progress to complete them.  
 

 

BACKGROUND 
 
The current Local Authority Action Items List, and updates on progress to complete them, is 
attached.  
 
 
GENERAL 
 
The attached report gives the Local Authority an opportunity to check that actions from 
previous meetings are being implemented.  
 
If an action is completed the Local Authority need to request for the item to be removed from 
the Action Register, for the Council to endorse. 
 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
That the Local Authority note the progress of actions from the previous meetings and 
request that completed items be removed from the Action Register for the Council to 
endorse.  
 
 
 

ATTACHMENTS: 
1⇩   Gunyangara Actions 1.02.2021.docx   
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GENERAL BUSINESS 

ITEM NUMBER 8.1 

TITLE CEO Report 

REFERENCE 1415166 

AUTHOR Dale Keehne, Chief Executive Officer         
 
SUMMARY: 
 
This is an update from the CEO on key issues and developments across the Council. 
 
 
GENERAL 
 
I hope everyone has had happy and peaceful time with family over the Christmas and New 
Year period.   
 
We look forward with excitement at the coming year as your Local Authority continues to 
guide and direct the role of Council in delivering services, partnering with other Aboriginal 
organisations in your community and the region, and advocate for important issues.  
 
Yolngu Region – Local Decision Making Partnership Agreement 
 
We look forward to engaging positively with the Yolngu Region – Local Decision Making 
Partnership Agreement, to further build our engagement and partnership with community 
leaders and members, other Aboriginal organisations, the Northern Territory and Australian 
Governments.  
 
This will include working together to ensure genuine and meaningful engagement on where 
and how the legal sale of kava should happen across the 6 Yolngu communities and many 
homelands. 
 
Groote Eylandt – Local Decision Making Agreement  
 
We will continue our work with the NT Government, our Australian Government funding 
partners, and the Anindilyakwa Land Council to assess if the creation of a new separate 
Local Government Council for the Groote Archipelago is practical, and other options to 
support a stronger voice and outcomes for the Archipelago.  
 
Local Essential Infrastructure Projects  
 
Council officers are working very hard to provide detailed advice to Council on 32 small and 
31 medium to large priority projects identified by each of the Local Authorities for your 
community. These are to be funded from an equal share of the $3,000,000 Community 
Benefit Fund, part of the $3,000,000 Essential Infrastructure Fund, the respective allocation 
of the $1,242,200 Local Authority Project funding, $250,000 for Galiwinku $250,000 for 
Yirrkala of NTG election commitments, and $55,624.70 donated unspent funds from MEP for 
Yirrkala, Gapuwiyak and Gunyangara.     
 
We look forward to coming back to your Local Authority on what projects will be actioned 
first, and the many and varied benefits they will have to community members. These priority 
projects represent a significant improvement and advancement for all communities of the 
region, made possible from sustainable service delivery and financial management over the 
last ten plus years of Council.  
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We also look forward to developing further partnerships and alliances with other Aboriginal 
organisations and government, to join forces to achieve as many of the priority projects as 
possible.   
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That the Local Authority notes the CEO Report. 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
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GENERAL BUSINESS 

ITEM NUMBER 8.2 

TITLE Community Entrance Signage Project - Gunyangara  

REFERENCE 1415149 

AUTHOR Natasha Jackson, Strategic Project Coordinator         
 
SUMMARY: 
 
This report is tabled for the Gunyangara Local Authority in relation to Town Entrance Signs 
design requirements and location for installation.  
 
 

 

BACKGROUND 
 

A community entrance sign is a road sign at the border of a town or airport that introduces or 
welcomes visitors to the region. Its purpose is partly informational, to inform visitors where they 
are, as it affords an opportunity to advertise features within the region to people who are entering 
it.  

A municipality's welcome sign may give its population or date of foundation, list services within 
the town, or depict the town's vision, typical local products, or the logo of sponsor organisations 
that maintain the signs. 
 
 
Below are examples of design concepts for Galiwin’ku Community Welcome Signage   
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The below are examples that have been developed by the Angurugu and Milyakburra local 
Authorities for their respective communities.  
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The example below is the design concept for Yirrkala.  

 
 

 
 
Recent Installation of Yirrkala Sign 
 

 
 
GENERAL 
 
Nil 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Local Authority members review the tabled Community Entry signs examples 
and provide feedback on a design specific for the Gunyangara community and decide 
on a suitable location for the sign to be installed when complete.  
 
 
 

ATTACHMENTS: 
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GENERAL BUSINESS 

ITEM NUMBER 8.3 

TITLE Community Public Infrastructure Priorities 

REFERENCE 1415143 

AUTHOR Shane Marshall, Director Technical & Infrastructure Services         
 
SUMMARY: 
 
This report is tabled for the Local Authority to consider future Public Infrastructure priorities 
for the 2021-2022 financial capital projects program for Council consideration.  
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
In recent years funding has been made available for additional community usage by way of 
two separate funding streams, Latitude 12 dividend and closure funds, and of recent times, 
the establishment of the East Arnhem Regional Council Public Infrastructure fund. 
 
Background on Latitude 12 consolidated funds and arrangements to date 
 
During the period Latitude 12 was an independent company it made two dividend payments 
to Council. The first, in 2015, was for $600,000. The second, in 2017 was for $1,000,000. 
And an additional payment of 1.3 million dollars with the closure and wind up of Latitude 12, 
which Council resolved to wind up on 29 April 2020 and that was officially closed on 15 

August 2020 with a total fund pool of 3.0 million for community use. 
 

 In 2015, Council established a ‘Working Party’ to consider the usage of the funds. In 
the meantime, Council resolved to place them into a special reserve, with any 
interest to also accumulate. 

 

 Council resolved to wind up Latitude 12 on 29 April 2020, which subsequently 
officially closed on 15 August 2020 with a total fund pool of 3.0 million for community 
use. 

 

 At its Special Meeting on 8 May 2020, the Council reformed the membership of the 
Working Party, and requested the Working Party report by 24 June 2020. 

 

 At a Special Council meeting on 4 June 2020, Council considered and resolved to 
add additional Councilors to the Community Benefit Fund Working Party, to improve 
the representation across all wards and their communities. 
 

 At a meeting of the Community Benefit Working Group held on 5 June 2020 the 
group ( Cr J Djakala, J Mirritjawuy, K Thurlow, G Walsh, B Wunungmurra) 
recommended that: 
 

a) Community benefit funds be allocated to the nine communities equally. 
b) Request the Council be provided clear advice on the project priorities from 

each Local Authority, and an assessment of their viability, costs and 
opportunities for matched funding from other sources, for consideration and 
endorsement by Council. 

 
This recommendation established an equal proportionate share to each community of 
$333,333.33 (Three Hundred and Thirty Three Thousand, Three Hundred and Thirty Three 
Dollars and Thirty Three Cents) exclusive of GST. 
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East Arnhem Regional Council – Public Infrastructure Fund and arrangements to date 
 
At the ordinary Council meeting held on 26 August 2020, a report and presentation was 
presented to Council surrounding the need and consideration of an investment in public 
infrastructure to enable a focus on public amenity improvements for communities and ensure 
the opportunity for East Arnhem Regional Council communities to have access to, as a start, 
a consistent baseline of public infrastructure amenity required by constituents. 
 
Council were supportive of the direction of allocated funds, in addition to acknowledging the 
need for improved levels of amenity within its communities, with the allocation of $3 million 
dollars to the fund for progressing community discussions and establish a list of staged 
priorities, three medium-to-large and three small-to-medium projects from each community, 
to business model further for Council consideration. 
 
Local Authority Project Funding  
 
Another source of annually allocated revenue is the Northern Territory Government funded 
Local Authority Project Funding. This is, as mentioned, an annual allocation of funds granted 
for community initiative based projects or programs. The current 2020-2021 allocation for 
Gunyangara has been confirmed as $33,600.00 exclusive of GST. 
 
Gunyangara raised projects to date 
 
In recent years, the Local Authority have raised various projects within the community for 
consideration. The purpose of the process surrounding both funds is to review / re-asses the 
community priorities into the future; this may well still be in line with previously raised 
projects in addition to some additional considerations. 
 
Previously raised public area infrastructure requirements within Gunyangara area 
 

 Oval Sports Lighting 

 Public toilets / Change rooms 

 Court cover 

 Planting and beatification  
 
 

Current Local Authority Projects 
 
As it stands today, the below are the actual Approved Local Authority Projects with funding 
allocated: 
 

 Supply of materials for airstrip fencing – Arrived Gumatj to erect  

 Supply of fencing for the cemetery – Arrived and site survey – to commence January  

 Supply and installation of two bus shelters – Designs being confirmed   

 Supply and installation of solar lights – Arrived – Locations to be confirmed  
 

 
 
The above projects outline does not the 20-21 allocation of $33,600.00 exclusive of GST, 
which remains unallocated.  
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Essentially within current allocations of funding – Gunyangara has $366,933.33 exclusive of 
GST. This doesn’t include a share of the Public Infrastructure reserve at this point, and the 
allocation from this reserve will be determined by Council. 
 
Allocation from the Public Infrastructure Reserve 
 
At this point, no determination has been made from Council in relation to the distribution or 
the allocation of funding from the reserve. There are a few options that could be considered 
but not limited to as per the below: 
 

1) Distributed based on baseline need, meaning that communities that have less public 
infrastructure be considered for a higher percentage allocation of the reserve. 

2) Distributed based on population, meaning the higher populations receive a higher 
percentage. 

3) Distributed based on levels of prior or pending public infrastructure investment, 
meaning those communities that have had significant investment to date or 
anticipated to commence receive less of an allocation.  

4) Distributed equally, meaning every community gets an even share of the funding and 
works their priorities within that percentage and collective available funds balance. 

 
 
Current Public Area Assets 
 
As part of the public infrastructure consideration, it is important for the Local Authority to 
understand what is currently within or approved for the community and what isn’t in the way 
of what is considered public infrastructure. 
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Gunyangara census statistics worth considering. 
 
When considering projects it is important to take into account community / and needs-based 
demographics / statistics to ensure infrastructure is catering to requirements of sectors of the 
community. 
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There are many statistics that could be drawn on, but the ones that hold significant 
relevance to Gunyangara are the high percentage of Youth demographic within the 
community to that of the Territory and National averages, with 58.9% of the Gunyangara 
population under the age of 29, which lends itself to a high need for youth activity supportive 
infrastructure; and the other statistic that is worth mentioning is that 41.7% of the community 
walk to work, which lends itself to the need for suitable pedestrian infrastructure, if we 
assessed needs-based off the statistics.    
 
Where to from here 
 
The Local Authority needs to review and confirm the current allocated public infrastructure 
projects if they still align with the future direction for Gunyangara, given the access to 
extended funding opportunities and the extended needs of the community. 
 
We ask that the local authority choose three medium-to-large scale projects over 
$100,000.00 as their community priority in order of 1 to 3 for the focus implementation for the 
next 2 years, in addition to three smaller scale projects under $100,000.00 as the priorities 
for the next 2 financial years. 
 
As part of the consideration the Local Authority may also wish to consider co-contribution 
funding to other projects such as the proposed sports hall currently being considered. 
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GENERAL 
 
Nil 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
(a) That Local Authority recommend the below projects for the direction of priority 

for the Community Public Infrastructure focus for Gunyangara. 
 
Medium to Large Scale Priorities  

1)  
2)  
3)  

 
Smaller Scale Priorities  
     1) 
     2) 
     3) 
 
(b) That the Local Authority recommend the preferred option of distribution for the 

Public Infrastructure reserve for Council to consider. 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
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QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS 

ITEM NUMBER 10.1 

TITLE Questions from Members 

REFERENCE 1415144 

AUTHOR Karen Hocking, Governance, Local Authority and Communication 
Manager         

 
SUMMARY: 
 
The Local Authority will now take questions from members. 
 

 

BACKGROUND 
 
The Local Authority will now take questions from members.  
 
Questions and discussions from members must be directed through the Chair. 
 
 
GENERAL 
 
The Local Authority will open the meeting for questions from members. 
 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
That the Local Authority notes the questions from members and follow up on those 
questions that cannot be answered at today’s meeting. 
 
 

ATTACHMENTS: 
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QUESTIONS FROM PUBLIC 

ITEM NUMBER 11.1 

TITLE Questions from the Public 

REFERENCE 1415146 

AUTHOR Karen Hocking, Governance, Local Authority and Communication 
Manager         

 
SUMMARY: 
 
The Local Authority will now take questions from members the public. 
 

 

BACKGROUND 
 
The Local Authority will now take questions from the public.  
 
Questions and discussions from the public must be directed through the Chair. 
 
 
GENERAL 
 
The Local Authority will open the meeting for questions from the public. 
 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
That the Local Authority notes the questions from the public and follow up on those 
questions that cannot be answered at today’s meeting. 
 
 

ATTACHMENTS:  
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